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Procedure for Objection to Referee’s Recommended Order

This policy is adopted by the Family Division of the 1st Circuit Court, pursuant to MCL
552.507 and MCR 3.215, to avoid duplicative litigation and conserve resources of litigants
and of the Court:

1.

Request for De Novo Hearing: Following referee hearings in domestic relations matters,
a party wishing to object to any recommendation made by the Referee shall, within 21
days after the recommended interim order is served on the parties, file a written
objection with the Clerk, obtain a judicial hearing date and serve copies of the written
objection and notice of hearing on the opposing party and Friend of the Court.

a.

Transcripts: The objecting party shall request preparation of a transcript of the
referee hearing from Modern Court Reporting & Video, LLC, which can be
contacted at (734) 429-9143. A transcript request form is available on the 1*
Circuit Court website. The costs of transcription shall be paid in full by the
objecting party. The hearing will not be scheduled until the objecting party
provides the Court with a receipt indicating that the costs of transcription have
been paid. The transcript shall be submitted to the court for review prior to the
scheduled de novo hearing.

Contents: Objection forms are available at the Hillsdale County Clerk’s Office.
The objection shallinclude a clear and concise statement of specific errors of law
or clearly erroneous findings of fact made at the Referee hearing. The objection
shall also indicate whether new testimony will be needed. The Court may, in its
discretion, prohibit a party from presenting evidence on findings of fact to which
no objection was filed.

Scheduling a Hearing. In order to schedule a hearing, the objecting party must
contact the court administrator at (517) 437-4321.

Service: The objecting party shall serve copies of the written objection and notice
of hearing on the opposing party and on the Friend of the Court.

Pre-Hearing Conference: In the exercise of discretion, the Court may schedule a
pre-hearing conference, as necessary to advance the purpose of this policy.



2. Scope and Form of Review: The Court will consider the case file, the written objections
and Referee hearing transcript to determine the scope and form of its de novo review.
Depending on the circumstances of each case, the court’s review and decision may:

a. Be based entirely upon the record of the referee hearing (including exhibits and
any memoranda, recommendations, or proposed orders by the referee); or

b. Be based in part on the entire record of the referee hearing, supplemented by
relevant new evidence that was not introduced at the referee hearing (see 3,
below), or

c. Be based entirely upon evidence presented at a “live” judicial hearing.

3. Supplementing the Record: The Court, in its discretion, may prohibit a party from
introducing new evidence or calling new withesses unless there is an adequate showing
that the evidence was not available at the referee hearing. At a pre-hearing conference,
at the de novo hearing itself, or at another time the Court may establish, the Court may
require a sworn statement stating the substance of the proposed new evidence and
establishing that it was not available at the time of the referee hearing. On a sufficient
showing, a “live” judicial hearing may be held to supplement the record with such new
evidence. Alternatively, the Court may remand the matter to the Referee to supplement
the record.

4. Transcription Costs. If the objecting party prevails, the cost of the transcript may be
apportioned equally between the parties; if the de-novo hearing fails to change the
outcome of the Referee hearing, the costis completely assumed by the party who sought
the judicial hearing.



